
UPDATED AGENDA FOR PRESS CONFERENCE 
 
For Immediate Release 
For more information contact 
Anne B. (626-660-8837) 
eabagasao@hotmail.com 
 
Proud Boy Supporter Jumps Curb Driving through Sidewalk where Black Lives Matter 
Protestors Were Setting Up 
 
11:00 am – 11:10 am   London Lang introduces Fahren James 
 
11:10 am – 11:40 am   Fahren James speaks 
 
11:40 am – 12: 00 am Representatives from Care First, SPY4PR, ARC, LGBTQ+ 

Lawyers LA speak, Joshua Parr (resident of South Pasadena 
and staff at the Los Angeles County Human Relations 
Commission), and Michael Saavedra (representative from 
JusticeLA Coalition) 

 
12:00 pm – 12:30 pm   Fahren James answers questions from press 
 
 

 
The following community organizations support Black Lives Matter protestors and the press 
conference: 
Anti Racism Committee of South Pasadena (https://arcsouthpasadena.org/) 
Black Lives Matter South Pasadena (@BlackLivesMatterSouthPasadena ) 
Care First South Pasadena (@carefirstsouthpas) 
South Pasadena Youth for Police Reform 
 
A press conference will be held on Wednesday, October 21 at 11:00 am in front 
of the South Pasadena Police Department on 1422 Mission Street, South 
Pasadena, CA 91030 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRESS RELEASE 
 
For Immediate Release 
For more information contact 
Anne B. (626-660-8837) 
eabagasao@hotmail.com 
 
Proud Boy Supporter Jumps Curb Driving through Sidewalk where Black Lives Matter 
Protestors Were Setting Up 
 

On Saturday, October 3, 2020 at approximately 1:40 pm, a white male South Pasadena 
resident, Richard Cheney drove his Ram 1800 truck across opposing traffic and onto the 
sidewalk on the southwest corner of Fair Oaks and Mission. His dangerous maneuver crossed 
three lanes of opposing traffic, with his vehicle coming to rest, just short of a foot away from 
the metal barrier in front of Starbucks, nearly hitting Black Lives Matter protestors. Fortunately, 
the protestors and nearby pedestrians were not hurt. Cheney was also heard yelling from his 
open window, “So, you’re gonna keep putting those signs up?” Police were called by several 
witness. The watch commander who never came to the scene and the supervisor on duty who 
arrived after witnesses were interviewed, both came to the conclusion that they would not 
arrest or cite Cheney without providing any logical explanation or report number. Despite 
eyewitness accounts and videos documenting what happened, no arrests were made, and no 
citations were given. The South Pasadena Police Department has since issued a statement on 
October 3, 2020 that “[t]he case will be presented to the District Attorney for filing 
considerations.” No police report has been made available as of 10/15/20. 
 

Concerned residents and community members of South Pasadena condemn this violent 
and dangerous act. There has been repeated inaction and lack of accountability of the South 
Pasadena Police Department to protect and serve the community, particularly for marginalized 
community members that include Black and Latinx residents. During a time when protesters 
rightfully exercise their First Amendment right to free speech and peaceful assembly to support 
Black lives, across the country we have witnessed horrible incidents of counter-protestors who 
retaliate by driving their vehicles through crowds to intentionally harm Black Lives Matter 
supporters. What happened on the afternoon of October 3, echoes the intent of these 
egregious acts, and what is not acceptable is that there were no consequences whatsoever for 
Richard Cheney, before he was escorted to his vehicle to leave. 

 
More importantly, the incident involving Richard Cheney is by no means an isolated 

incident and may have been premeditated based on social media posts made regarding protest 
signs at this location. Fahren James, one of the founders of the Black Lives Matter movement in 
South Pasadena, has already been assaulted while protesting at Fair Oaks and Mission. This past 
July, Joe Richcreek, a career criminal who has been arrested over 30 times and prosecuted 20 
times, yelled and spat on her and on the face of another protestor while holding a rock in one 
hand and a double-sided sharpened drummer’s stick under his arm. On August 30, 2020, Zane 



Crumley, a Black Lives Matter protestor was attacked by Michael Plough, a 41 year-old white 
male resident of South Pasadena, and his wife Jane Mi, a 42 year-old female Asian resident of 
South Pasadena on the 110 block of El Centro Street. The couple accused Crumley of disturbing 
the peace while he played music in support of the Black Lives Matter movement, and they 
assaulted him, breaking his laptop and his tooth.  We believe that Fahren James and Black Lives 
Matter protestors have become a target for local vigilantes and is an example of how systemic 
racism has impeded justice. We are deeply concerned for the safety of Fahren James and Black 
Lives Matter protestors and support their right to peaceful protest, as this now marks the 
fourth incident. It is absolutely crucial that community members are not endangered and have 
their right to free speech protected. 

 
On December 21, 2016, South Pasadena adopted Resolution 7491, a resolution of the 

City Council of the city of South Pasadena, California, affirming the city of South Pasadena’s 
commitment to diversity and to safeguarding the civil rights, safety and dignity of all of our 
residents. South Pasadena community members want to see a real demonstration to exercise 
this resolution now and an investigation of Police Chief Ortiz and police practices in the 
department. 

 
A press conference will be held on Wednesday, October 21 at 11:00 am in front 
of the South Pasadena Police Department on 1422 Mission Street, South 
Pasadena, CA 91030 
The following community organizations support Black Lives Matter protestors and the press 
conference: 
Anti Racism Committee of South Pasadena (https://arcsouthpasadena.org/) 
Black Lives Matter South Pasadena (@BlackLivesMatterSouthPasadena ) 
Care First South Pasadena (@carefirstsouthpas) 
South Pasadena Youth for Police Reform 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
TIMELINE OF EVENTS  
INVOLVING BLM PROTESTORS AND THE SOUTH PASADENA POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

(1) June 1, 2020 
 
First protest for Black lives is held at the intersection of Fair Oaks and Mission.  
 

(2) June 26, 2020 
 
Nails are found in the driveways of several homes that display Black Lives Matter signs. 
 
The extent of city and police investigation into these incidents is unknown.  
 

(3) July 4, 2020 
 

BLM and South Pasadena Youth for Police Reform hold a community-wide march for justice for Black 
lives lost to police brutality.  
 

(4) July 8, 2020 
 

After a white male spits on two BLM protestors, SPPD arrests the suspect and provides inaccurate 
descriptions of the incident in police reports, characterizing Fahren James as participating in “anti 
police protest” in the city.  
  
Joe Richcreek, a white male, spits on two BLM protestors, including Fahren James, founder of BLM South 
Pasadena, at the intersection of Fair Oaks and Mission. Prior to this assault, Richcreek was observed 
viewing a protest sign that read: “I don’t know who needs this, but police aren’t supposed to kill guilty 
people either.” 
 
Police arrive to arrest Richcreek. They find a rock in his pocket. Neither officers at the scene of arrest 
take down any information regarding the assault before heading toward their vehicles to leave. One of 
the two BLM protestors, Victoria, calls out to the officers who then walk back and begin collecting the 
victims’ statements. 
 
Videos 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11adOhYt6AXP1-RHmb9UwnLU-8U5GeFvL/view 
 

(5) July 10, 2020 
 

Joe Richcreek returns to the BLM protest intersection on Fair Oaks and Mission and throws a rock at 
Fahren James, BLM organizer.   
 
Two days after spitting at BLM protestors, Joe Richcreek returns to the intersection of Fair Oaks and 
Mission. He calls Fahren James a “fucking bitch” and throws a fist-sized rock at her. Richcreek is stopped 
by another woman. 
 



SPPD officers arrive and do not arrest Richcreek. The officers request Ms. James to make a citizen’s 
arrest instead.  
 
Following the citizen’s arrest, one officer expresses to London Lang, founder of South Pasadena Youth 
for Police Reform and brother of Ms. James: “The cop hating around here is so wrong brother. . .  
Because we aren’t Minneapolis. This is South Pas, bro. We don’t do that to people.” 
 
Mr. Lang tells the officer why they are protesting in South Pasadena: “It’s just real life situations. . . . 
Black people, once you guys see them, you guys put them in handcuffs.” 
 
In the arrest report, signed July 11, 2020 by Corporal Randy Wise, the following statement appears as 
part of the officer’s account of the incident: “James has been participating in an ongoing, daily, anti 
police protest at the intersection.” This is false. Ms. James has consistently made it clear that the protest 
is about justice, equality, and fairness for Black people in policing; the protest is not anti-police.  
 
SPPD does not investigate the July 8 and July 10 incidents as hate crimes and does not refer hate crime 
charges to the District Attorney. A District Attorney deputy contacts Ms. James and informs her the 
District Attorney will consider hate crime charges even though the incident was not investigated as a 
hate crime by SPPD. 
 
Videos: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11adOhYt6AXP1-RHmb9UwnLU-8U5GeFvL/view 
https://vimeo.com/437974705  
 

(6) July 24, 2020 
 
Chief Ortiz makes a public statement to the South Pasadena Review that SPPD has removed all 
mention of blue lives matter and the thin blue line from police property, including uniforms, 
equipment, and their Facebook page. 
 
Blue lives matter and the thin blue line have become synonymous with white supremacist groups, 
primarily as a counter-movement to BLM. 
 

(7) August 30, 2020 
 

South Pasadena couple attacks BLM protestor who is walking down a street with a sound system, 
knocking out his tooth and damaging his laptop. 
 
Michael Plough, a white male, and Jane Mi, an Asian American female, attacks Zane, a BLM protestor, 
during the anniversary March for Vanessa Marquez. Ms. Marquez was fatally shot by SPPD in 2018 
during a welfare check. Officers fired 12 rounds at Ms. Marquez, and the District Attorney’s office 
declined to press criminal charges. Zane speaks through a microphone that the march is going on, that 
Ms. Marquez was shot two years ago, and that people should come out and support. He also plays 
music through speakers. 
 
Prior to the attack, Mi approached Zane and asked him to stop. Zane responded that when people stop 
killing people, they would stop protesting.  
 



SPPD arrives and Plough and Mi falsely inform officers that they attacked Zane because he hit their 
baby. Eye witnesses provide their account and video footage of the assault to dispute Plough and Mi’s 
allegations. The police arrest Plough. According to the SPPD public statement on this incident, “Plough 
was taken into custody for battery” and referred to the District Attorney “for consideration of charges 
against Mi of attempt [sic] grand theft person and vandalism.” No hate crimes were considered or 
charged. 
 
 Videos: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11mPgGK56XGRCvtts_ONGvDFLvjqyNwFI/view 
 

(8) September 24 – 26, 2020 
 

SPPD Chief Joe Ortiz emails an invitation to a prayer event to be hosted by the anti-Black, and anti-
LGBT group, American Society for the Defense of Tradition, Family, and Property.  
 
One day after the announcement of the failed indictments of the officers who shot Breonna Taylor and 
increasing public demonstrations nationwide, Chief Ortiz promotes a prayer event held by the American 
Society for the Defense of Tradition, Family, and Property, a hate group that pushes anti-Black views as 
its counter-movement to BLM. In his email, Chief Ortiz, describes the event as “an excellent opportunity 
to meet with some of our community members who want to show their support and publicly recognize 
all first responders and the excellent work that we do.” Later that evening, Chief Ortiz rescinds the 
invitation by email, informs city officials that the event “has been postponed until further notice,” and 
issues a written apology.  
 
Over 500 South Pasadena and other residents sign a petition, organized by Care First South Pasadena, 
calling for an investigation into Chief Ortiz and SPPD’s ties to the hate group. Twenty-two organizations 
sign a similar letter. Both are shared with the City Council prior to their October 7 meeting, and both are 
submitted as public comment for the meeting. Many individuals also call into the meeting to provide 
public comment by telephone.  
 
The City Council does not discuss the incident at all during the October 7 meeting. Rather, the Interim 
City Manager merely mentions Chief Ortiz had apologized. There is no discussion about an investigation 
or acknowledgment of the community’s call for action.   
 
Care First South Pasadena Website: carefirstsouthpasadena.com 
 

(9) October 3, 2020 
 

Richard Cheney, a white male, barrels into Fahren James and other BLM protestors at the corner of 
Fair Oaks and Mission with a pick-up truck, and is allowed to leave without even a traffic citation by 
SPPD officers. 
 
Richard Cheney, a white male, jumps the curb, barreling through the sidewalk where Fahren James and 
other protestors are setting up. Cheney nearly hits three people. He yells out of his car, “So you’re going 
to keep putting those signs up anyway.” Cheney then states he is going to call the Police Chief and 
proceeds to make a call. He says, “She’s still putting these signs up. I’m here on the corner right now.” 
 



When the first officer arrives, Cheney pulls back off the sidewalk, going in the opposite direction of 
traffic and makes an illegal left turn. Cheney tells officers he was on the sidewalk because he was 
looking for parking at Starbucks, located at the corner.  
 
Seven witnesses provide statements to the police.  
 
SPPD releases Cheney with no citations or arrests. An officer shares she is instructed to release Cheney 
without a citation or arrest under the direction of the Watch Commander and the Police Chief. 
 
It remains unclear from SPPD’s media release of this incident what charges are being pursued or 
investigated.  
 
The Anti-Racism Committee of South Pasadena issues a statement calling for an investigation of this 
incident as a hate crime, pursuant to the department’s own policy manual, and for the City Council to 
directly condemn white supremacist activities that threaten the safety of residents, among other 
demands. 
 
Videos: 
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CF5VdTgg2eo/?igshid=1o7uxb2erunjk 
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CF5ZSctguis/?igshid=18w9kk0kadpqq 
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CF7MFIGgPrl/?igshid=fkwxibw291n0 
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CF7MnVgA83x/?igshid=b4isehg1l7xk 
https://vimeo.com/467497083 (consolidated video) 
 
Attachments: 
Screenshots from social media accounts involving Richard Cheney leading up to the October 3 attack 
 
Anti-Racism Committee of South Pasadena Website: arcsouthpasadena.org 
 

(10) October 3, 2020 
 
SPPD posts a photo on Instagram in which the Watch Commander wears a gaiter with a thin blue line. 
 
Blue lives matter and the thin blue line have become synonymous with white supremacist groups, 
primarily as a counter-movement to BLM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
“Witnessed: Citizens & Victims Locate and Hold Suspect Until Police Arrive” 
July 16, 2020 
The South Pasadenan 
Article on Joe Richcreek  
 
https://southpasadenan.com/witnessed-citizens-victims-locate-and-hold-suspect-until-police-
arrive/ 
 
“Man Drives Truck Onto Sidewalk ‘Dangerously Close’ to Black Lives Matter Protestors & 
Starbucks Customers On Fair Oaks” 
October 9, 2020 
The South Pasadenan 
Article on Richard Cheney 
 
https://southpasadenan.com/man-drives-truck-onto-sidewalk-dangerously-close-to-black-lives-
matter-protestors-starbucks-customers/ 
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